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Port engineering has a huge potential for job creation: MD

Sagarmala Development Company Lid

Gandhinagar, Sep 7 (UNI) Indian Institnte of Technology Gandhinagar (ITTGN) today hosted
the fourth Dr A X Ehosla lecture organised by IIT Roorkes Alumni Association Ahmedabad
Chapter (IITRAAA) daring which MD, Sagarmala Development Company Limited (SDCL) and
Diirector Projects, Dilip KEomar Gupta deliverad a lecture on “Vision of Sagarmala and the Role of

EDCL.

Dr Gupta explainad varions aspects of the ambitions Sagarmala Programme of Government of
India, which aims to promote port-led development in the couniry, It envisions to reduce
logistics cost for cargo with enhanced infraztroctare investment,

Gupta said that over Rs. 8 lakh crores project will not only reduce logistics cost for both EXIM
(Export-Import) and domestic trads but will alzo create jobs and bridge skill zap in the ports
and maritima secter. "From civil engineering and mechanical engineering point of view, port
enginesring has a boge potantial for job creation, More ports are being constructed which means
more jobs are nndarway,” he said.

Highlighting the four pillars of Sagarmala Programme for port-led development, i e 1) Port
Modernization, 2) Port Connectivity, 3) Port-led indusirialisation, and 4) Coastal community
development, Gupta said, "Port connectivity to our existing Indian railways, national highways is
very important, which are at least around 5 km or more away from the ports, We took up this
major challenge to make a straight railway line from the pert and connect with the Indian
railway natwork immediately wheraver it iz possible, to save naticnal rezourcas. We arz alze
taking care to provide education, emplovment and skill davelopment training to the coastal
communities.”

"Total traffic/cargo handled in 2018-19 is 1275 MTPA. A roadmap has been created for
increasing Indian port capacity to more than 3300 MTPA to cater to the projected traffic of z500
MTPAby 2025, he said adding that the SDCL &5 also working to provide fishing harbouars to the
fishermen to secure and increass their incomsa, It is also working to farther develop crnize
tourism,

Gupta al=o talked abount the srowth of coastal shipping which regiztersd an impressive growth of
14.3 pein 2018-1g on year on vear basiz,

Talking about the potential of coastal shipping and inland waterways in India, Gupta

said, Modal shift to waterways will reduce the cost of transportation as well as environmental
impact of logistics, SDCL &5 working in the role of an aggregator to provide such facilities to
anc¢ourage companies to use it. Ultimately i will reduce logistics cost and the benefit can be
passed cn to the customer in terms of raduced prices.”
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